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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This action is responsive to amendment filed on December 23, 2008, where Apphcant 
amended claims 1,9,17. Claims 1-21 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed 12/23/08, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-21 
have been fiiUy considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Ikeda et al 
(US Patent No 5,623,688). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ilceda et al (US 
Patent No 5,623,688). 

5. In reference to claim 1, Ikeda teaches a computer network comprising: 

at least two processing nodes each having a processor on which one or more user 
processes are executed and a respective network interface (column 4 lines 14-41); and 
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a switching network which operatively connects the at least two processing nodes 
together, each network interface including a command processor and an addressable memory 
wherein the command processor is configured to allocate one or more segments of the 
addressable memory for the exclusive use of a user process as one or more command queues 
mapped by said network interface to said allocated addressable memory (see at least Abstract 
and claims 1-4). 

6. In reference to claim 2, Ikeda teaches a computer network as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
each one of said memory segments allocated as command queues is a contiguous series of 

memory addresses (Summary and Figs 3-4). 

7. In reference to claim 3, Ikeda teaches a computer network as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
each memory segment of the network interface memory allocated as a command queue has 
associated with it a queue descriptor which includes a user process identification (Abstract and 
claims 1-4). 

8. In reference to claim 4, Ikeda teaches a computer network as claimed in claim 3, wherein 
each queue descriptor includes an insert pointer identifying within the allocated memory segment 
the memory address where new commands from the relevant user process are to be written 
(Abstract and claims 1-4). 

9. In reference to claim 5, Ikeda teaches a computer network as claimed in claim 3, wherein 
each queue descriptor includes a completed pointer identifying within the allocated memory 
segment the memory address of the end of the most recent completed command (Abstract and 
claims 1-4). 



Application/Control Number: 10/714,696 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2457 

10. In reference to claim 6, Ikeda teaches a computer network as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the network interface includes a scheduler configured to Identify and schedule any active 
command queues in the network interface memory (Abstract and claims 1-4). 

11. In reference to claim 7, Ikeda teaches a computer network as claimed in claim 6, wherein 

the scheduler has two or more run queues with at least on of the run queues being denominated a 
high priority run queue and at least one other of the run queues being denominated a low priority 
queue (Abstract and claims 1-4). 

12. In reference to claim 8, Ikeda teaches a computer network as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
said network interface includes at least one of the following resources: a thread processor, short 
transaction engine and a DMA engine, and each command queue stored in said network interface 
memory has associated with it a corresponding one or more virtual resources (Abstract and 
claims 1-4). 

13. In reference to claims 9-16, claims 9-16 are network interface claims that correspond to 
the computer network claims of claims 1-8. Therefore, claims 9-16 are rejected based upon the 
same rationale as the rejections of claims 1-8. 

14. In reference to claims 17-21, claims 17-21 are method claims that correspond to the 
computer network claims of claims 1-8. Therefore, claims 17-21 are rejected based upon the 
same rationale as the rejections of claims 1-8. 

Conclusion 

1 5 . The above rej ections are based upon the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claims . 
Applicant is advised that the specified citations of the relied upon prior art, in the above 
rejections, are only representative of the teachings of the prior art, and that any other supportive 
sections within the entirety of the reference (including any figures, incorporation by references, 
claims and/or priority documents) is implied as being applied to teach the scope of the claims. 
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16. Applicant may not introduce any new matter to the claims or to the specification. For any 
subsequent response that contains new/amended claims, Applicant is required to cite its 
corresponding support in the specification. (See MPEP chapter 2163.03 section (I.) and chapter 
2163.04 section (I.) and chapter 2163.06) 

17. In formulating a response/amendment. Applicant is encouraged to take into consideration 
the prior art made of record but not relied upon, as it is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See attached Form 892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to RAMY M. OSMAN whose telephone number is (571)272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Ramy M Osman/ 

Primary Examiner (Temp), Art Unit 2457 
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